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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BON SECOURS!

O

n January 26, 2019, Bon
Secours’ first hospital in the
United States will celebrate
a century of service to the people
of Baltimore. These 100 years have
been spent in west Baltimore, our
primary service area and a part of
our city which faces some of its
greatest challenges. As those close
to us know, however, Bon Secours’
story began long before the hospital
was even built.
Imagine the courage of those three
original sisters, who embarked on
a mission from France before the
turn of the 20th century. Invited to
bring their ministry to America by
Archbishop Cardinal James Gibbons,
the Sisters of Bon Secours’ early
beginnings challenge us to imagine
the physical and emotional sacrifices
those young women were willing
to make, equipped with little more
than their mission, their faith, and
their unique model of care. In 1881,
and in the decades that followed,
Bon Secours has stood apart from its
peers by recognizing and addressing
the mental, physical, and spiritual
needs that contribute to good health.

Today, Bon Secours’ ministry is
doing many of the same things it did
more than a century ago. At 100, the
69-bed hospital is dwarfed by the
array of services it provides outside
its walls.

The financial contributions of our
donors make these programs and
services possible the residents of
southwest Baltimore. We hope
you will consider joining them to
continue these services in the
century ahead.

www.BonSecoursBaltimoreFoundation.org

We invite you join us on Friday
(mid-afternoon), January 25, for
a 100th birthday party with our
neighbors (see page 4).
Wishing you blessings for the coming
year, and the Century Ahead!

Samuel L. Ross, M.D., M.S.
Chief Executive Officer
Bon Secours Baltimore Health
System
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UNDAUNTED
IMAGES FROM A SOGGY BBQ
& A CHILLY GOLF OUTING

S

eptember 23 was supposed
to have been a sunny autumn
Sunday. For nearly a decade,
this particular weekend has welcomed
supporters from near and far for a
traditional Texas barbeque on the
eve of the annual golf outing. This
year, Mother Nature had other plans.
As the heavens opened, guests
reveled in the warmth of each others’
company and antics. Brisk competition
on an unforgiving mechanical bull,
along with a bit of sparring between
professional boxer Daron Williams
and Sr. Fran Gorsuch, C.B.S. managed
to distract the more than 140 guests
from the elements.

Golf committee chair Mark Pozza
arrives dressed for the elements.

Rolanda Oliver (left) and Sharon
Butler—a bull-riding judge—take in
the festive ambiance.

Left to right: Ellen Yankellow,
George Russell, and Mary Ellen
Russell strike a pose.

Sister Fran spars with professional
boxer Daron Williams to promote the
sister’s “Beat the Nun” competition
planned for the golf outing.

Bull riding contest judges Mychal Leonard, Mary Ellen Russell, Ed Gerardo, and
Sharon Butler make their feelings no secret, as Bon Secours’ CEO Sam Ross
provides the color commentary.
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Community Works Board Chair Jae
Chon competes in the mechanical
bull riding contest.
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Sister Nathalia blows away the
competition as she takes first place in
the bull-riding contest.

THANK YOU, SPONSORS!
Despite its postponement to a gray November Monday, more than 140 golfers turned out in the 40 degree
temperatures to support programs of Bon Secours Community Works. Thanks to the mega-sponsors
featured here—each contributing between $7,500 and $50,000, more than $300,000 was generated in the
10th annual golf outing.
TITLE

Aramark
PLATINUM PLUS

Epic Systems
PLATINUM

Compass Health Systems
BREAKFAST OF CHAMPIONS

KPMG

DOUBLE EAGLE

Coppin University
Deloitte
Parathon
LUNCH

The Warner Companies
EAGLE

PHOTO BY SHARON REDMOND

DECO
Hancock Daniel
Hirschler Fleisher
Willis Towers Watson

Bon Secours is grateful for the more than two dozen additional sponsors
supported this year’s outing at levels between $2,000 and $6,000.

PARROT BEATS PIG & PARASAILER
IN TRAVELING HAT COMPETITION
Winner donates proceeds to first runner-up

A

n unusual line-up of contestants for the 2018 Traveling Hat competition
resulted in a close race when votes were tallied on November 12.
Sweet Pea, a cherry-headed conure won the coveted round-trip
airfare for two to anywhere in the continental United States. The parrot, which
was entered in the competition by Julie Mercer, Bon Secours’ Vice President
of Philanthropy and Marketing, generated nearly $500 for Bon Secours
Community Works. First runner-up Dave Jernigan from Aramark, who posed
with his Bon Secours hat while gliding over the Atlantic Ocean last summer,
raised nearly $300. Stating, “I can fly anywhere, anytime,” Sweet Pea was only
too happy to relinquish her winnings to the second place contestant.
www.BonSecoursBaltimoreFoundation.org
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NEIGHBORHOOD
PLANNED FOR HOSPITAL’S CENTENNIAL

A

mong the plans for Bon Secours’ centennial celebration is
a winter block bash planned for the eve of the hospital’s
actual birthday. Neighbors, elected officials, supporters,
Board members and employees are invited to a mid-afternoon
event on the site of the proposed Community Resource Center
at 31 S. Payson Street. The tented event will feature a number of
surprises, including a larger-than-life birthday cake to mark the
occasion. For information and reservations, please contact:
Julie Mercer (410) 362-3090; julie_mercer@bshsi.org.

PLEASE COME TO OUR

BIRTHDAY PARTY

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25, 2019
2–4 P.M.
AT THE HOME OF OUR FUTURE
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER

31 S. Payson Street
Baltimore, MD 21223
Invitation to follow

JOANNE & CHARLIE BROWN
TO LEAD YEAR-LONG CELEBRATION
Long-time Bon Secours supporters named honorary chairs

J

oanne and Charlie Brown are
no strangers to Bon Secours.
Through Mr. Brown’s service
to both the local and headquarters
organizations, the couple has invested
both time, talent and treasure to the
ministry of Bon Secours.
Brown, who retired in 2018 from
his decades-long career with Ellin
& Tucker, Chartered, traces his
Board service with Bon Secours to
the early 1980s, during one of the
organization’s most dynamic decades.
“I served on the Board of Bon Secours
Baltimore Hospital for nine years and
was Chair of the Board, and related
Boards, during my last three years,”
he recalls. “There were times when
I did not know whether my full time
job was being a C.P.A .or being Board
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Chair of Bon Secours Baltimore.
But whatever stresses there were, it
was definitely worth it, because Bon
Secours Baltimore is a true mission
and a place to put our values to
work.”
His relationship with Bon Secours
actually began long before his Board
service, however. “My mother taught
school in South Baltimore, and Bon
Secours was between our home
and her school,” he remembers. “On
the campus was a child care center,
St. Martin’s Day Nursery, which
I attended for several years. My
journey with Bon Secours began at a
very young age!”
Little did he know another important
connection would eventually occur
when his future mother-in-law, Ann

Smuck Cecil, hosted a party in
honor of her friend Mary Bonnet
who had decided to become a
Sister of Bon Secours. At that party,
Ann met her future husband, John
Cecil. “If Mary Bonnet (now Sister
Cabrini) had not become a Sister
of Bon Secours, I would never have
met my wonderful wife, Joanne,”
he said.
Mr. Brown ultimately accepted a
role with the Bon Secours Health
System Board, where he served
for 10 years and chaired the Audit
Committee for five of them; in
2008, he became a member of Bon
Secours Ministries. “Bon Secours
has been a significant part of my
life for the past 30 years and I am
grateful for that,” he said.
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BIRTHDAY BASH

Baltimore artist captures neighborhood in watercolors

B

altimore artist Martha
Dougherty, known for
her paintings of historic
neighborhood architecture,
has captured Bon Secours’
images—past and present—in
more than two dozen paintings
commissioned for the hospital’s
centennial celebration.
One of 12 resident artists in the city’s
Bromo Seltzer Arts Tower on Eutaw
Street, Martha’s relationship with Bon
Secours began last December when
she took a tour of the southwest
Baltimore campus, and was struck
by the beauty of the neighborhood’s
historic buildings and their ornate
details. In May, she and her mother
Adelaide attended a special tour for
the alumnae of Bon Secours School
of Nursing, which closed its doors
in 1970. Adelaide, coincidentally,

Martha flanks a welcome sign featuring
a painting she created from a historic
photograph of the nurses participating
in a St. Patrick’s Day parade.
celebrated her own centennial
milestone in 2018, beating the hospital
in age by a full six months.
A vast range of Martha’s watercolors
and collages are on exhibit each
Saturday until February 23, 2019,
at the Bromo Seltzer Arts Tower,
21 S. Eutaw Street. A special exhibit
featuring her Bon Secours’ paintings
is being planned during the hospital’s
centennial year.

2019 TOURS TO SPOTLIGHT

B

“REVOLUTION IN HEALTHCARE”

on Secours’ monthly V.I.P. tours will provide a nod to its 138-year history of holistic medicine, using the theme
“Revolution of Healthcare.” It represents the story of the Sisters of Bon Secours, whose model of care was—and
still is—notably different from their peers. The sisters were known for addressing not just the patient’s needs, but
those of the entire household. In doing so, these sisters virtually revolutionized the delivery of healthcare in America, and
they did so a full century ahead of the industry. This early and evolving version of “population healthcare,” which was
introduced nearly four decades before the hospital was even built, will be reflected in the 2019 tours line-up, whose dates
are featured here.
Third Tuesday, 11:45 a.m.–1:30 p.m.
January 15 • February 19 • March 19 • April 16 • May 21 • June 18
July 16 • August 20 • September 17 • October 15 • November 19 • December 17

For information or to register for a tour, go to
www.BonSecoursTours.eventbrite.com
www.BonSecoursBaltimoreFoundation.org
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NEIGHBORS SHARE IDEAS
FOR PROPOSED CENTER
21223

FUTURE BALTIMORE

a flagship partnership for west baltimore

M

ore than 100 neighbors & Bon Secours colleagues participated in a half-day community brainstorming exercise,
called a “charrette”, to help Future Baltimore determine specific programs for the proposed Community Resource
Center on Payson Street. Small groups explored such topics as workforce development, arts programming, fitness
facilities, a rooftop garden, and a commercial kitchen on a Saturday morning in October, marking the second charrette,
which has been organized to plan the facility. Future Baltimore, a flagship partnership of Bon Secours Baltimore Health
System and Kaiser Permanente, has generated more than $6 million to date toward capital needs and operations support
of the soon-to-be-repurposed vacant library. A formal ground-breaking is planned next spring.

Baltimore
loses two
iconic leaders
Within a single month this

Dr. Lenwood M. Ivey

autumn, Bon Secours said

Dr. Ivey’s long-time friend Neil Muldrow also
passed away suddenly in October, only 34 days
after Dr. Ivey’s death. Long active with Bon
Secours, Mr. Muldrow served as chair of the
Boards of both the Foundation, as well as the
Baltimore Health System.

goodbye to two long-time
volunteers, Dr. Lenwood M. Ivey
and Ackneil M. Muldrow, who
had each served the organization

Both men were active in a number of
community and philanthropic activities.

for decades.
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Dr. Ivey, who had recently stepped down as
chair of the Board of Bon Secours Community
Works, passed away on September 19 at
Gilchrist Hospice in Towson after a brief illness.
His wife Jeda remarked that he was so fond of
his Bon Secours baseball cap, he wore it to the
first hospital where he was treated, and later to
Gilchrist during his final days.

Ackneil Muldrow, II
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CREATIVE CARING
Aramark colleagues return to serve Bon Secours

F

or the third consecutive year, more than a dozen Aramark colleagues spent an extra day in Baltimore
following the annual golf outing. On November 13, 2018, their service was indoors as they painted
murals for the fence surrounding the community garden on N. Fulton Avenue and W. Fayette Street.
The setting has particular meaning for these colleagues, who planted vegetables in the hoop house on a
lot which is now known as Bon Secours’ “urban farm”. Designed and drawn by local artist Kenny Clements,
the placards they painted “by-numbers” featured prominent civil rights leaders throughout history, such as
the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. and Cesar Chavez. They will be installed in the coming months as Bon
Secours kicks off a year of activities to mark the centennial anniversary of its hospital.

Kenny Clements, center, conceived and developed the portraits for
Aramark’s Day of Service in west Baltimore.

A portrait of Henry Blair
begins to take shape.

www.BonSecoursBaltimoreFoundation.org

Artist Kenny Clements
pitches in.

Aramark volunteers at work
painting portraits in the
Community Resource Center.

Three finished portraits line the walls of the
Community Support Center.
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THE

MISSION
OF BON SECOURS
BALTIMORE HEALTH
SYSTEM

is to bring compassion to health
care and to be Good Help to
Those in Need.® As a system
of caregivers, we commit
ourselves to help bring people
and communities to health and
wholeness as part of the healing
ministry of Jesus Christ and the
Catholic Church.

BON SECOURS BALTIMORE HEALTH
SYSTEM FOUNDATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

David McGinnis, Chair
Whiting-Turner Contracting Company
Gloria Goins
Neusa Facenda
M&T Bank
Terri Harrington
MacKenzie Commercial Real Estate
Usha Jain, M.D.
Bon Secours Baltimore Health System
Anne Lutz, C.B.S.
Bon Secours Health System
Robert D. Matthews
BGE
Julie Mercer, V.P.
Bon Secours Baltimore Health System
Foundation
Samuel L. Ross, M.D., M.S., C.E.O.
Bon Secours Baltimore Health System
Mary Shimo, C.B.S., President
Sisters of Bon Secours
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410-362-3090
julie_mercer@bshsi.org
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