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December 2021 Stakeholder Update

Dear Albert

Julie Mercer, President
Bon Secours Baltimore Foundation
Supporting programs and services of
Bon Secours Baltimore Community Works
Julie_Mercer@bshsi.org

KLEB APPOINTMENT

Seasoned Bon Secours Exec
Appointed to Top Role
Bon Secours veteran George Kleb
has been selected to lead the local
organization, bringing decades of
experience in housing, community
development, and neighborhood
engagement to the role.
As Executive Director, George will be
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responsible for organizational
strategy, operations, and community
engagement, as well as program
performance and development.
Since joining the ministry in 1987,
George has served in a variety of
roles, most recently as the executive
director of Bon Secours’ affordable
housing initiative, which he helped
create. His first development project
was Bon Secours Apartments.
Today, a scant three decades later,
more than 800 housing units in Bon
Secours’ local real estate portfolio
provide safe, stable, and affordable
housing for more than 1,100
residents in West Baltimore.

George holds a Bachelor of Arts from Western Maryland College (now
McDaniel) and a Certificate in Housing and Community Development from the
University of Maryland. A participant of the GBC Leadership Program, Class of
2007, he is recognized both nationally and locally for his experience in
affordable housing and community development. He is active in a number of
west side organizations, and is respected for his deep historic knowledge of the
neighborhood. He can be reached at George_Kleb@bshsi.org.

Block Party Entices Neighbors
to Preview New Center

Neither the wind nor chilly temperatures deterred neighbors from braving the
elements to learn about programs planned for the new Community Resource
Center on Payson Street, scheduled to open in less than two months. Dozens
of residents, young and old, came out on a Saturday afternoon in November to
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meet the center’s leaders while enjoying a cookout, arts and crafts, various
workshops, and live entertainment. Many left with fresh produce from Bon
Secours’ urban farm on the corner of West Fayette Street & North Fulton
Avenue.

Nursing School Alumnae Reunite
After Two-Year Shutdown
Group donates to Nurse Assistant Training Program
After cancelling last year’s annual meeting due to the pandemic’s shutdown,
more than 60 graduates of Bon Secours Baltimore School of Nursing convened
on a Sunday in mid-October for the Alumnae Association’s annual meeting and
luncheon at Rolling Road Golf Club. Special recognition was given to the
school’s final graduating class of 1970, the year the school closed its doors.

Featured here are Sr. Mary Shimo, C.B.S. (left), who presented an update on
Bon Secours’ in Baltimore, including the former hospital’s progress since its
sale to LifeBridge Health, and Kathleen Noel, Association President, who
presented Bon Secours Baltimore Foundation a donation to the organization’s
nurse assistant training program.
Members of the Class of ’70, including Sr. Elaine Davia, C.B.S. (left) represent
the final graduating class of Bon Secours School of Nursing, which closed its
doors 51 years ago. The recognition was delayed a year due to the pandemicrelated shutdown.

KIRBY LANE FALL FEST

Fun, Games & Pumpkin-Painting
Highlight Kirby Lane's Fall Fest
On Thursday, October 28th, local students, neighbors, and Southwest Baltimore
community members gathered at Kirby Lane Park for the first annual Kirby
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Lane Park Fall Fest. This Halloween and fall-themed event was organized by
the Friends of Kirby Lane Park, Bon Secours Community Works, Safe Streets
Franklin Square, and local schools including Franklin Square
Elementary/Middle and Mary Anne Wintering Elementary Schools. The event
featured pumpkin painting, face painting, carnival attractions including a moon
bounce and cotton candy, a “Trunk-a-Treat” trick-or-treating area, a cook-out,
fresh produce giveaways, and live musical performances. Total Healthcare was
also onsite offering a mobile COVID-19 vaccination and testing clinic.
Kirby Lane Park is located at 1822 W. Saratoga St. in Baltimore, and is the
result of a community partnership that has transformed a plot of vacant lots left
over from the demolition of several abandoned row-houses into a green space
that was envisioned and planned by members of the community.

Local children decorated pumpkins at the recent Fall Fest at Kirby Lane Park.
-- Photo by Harry Connolly

Hard Hat Tours
Draw Curious Stakeholders
Four years in the making – from the first dollar raised to the final brick laid –
Bon Secours Community Resource Center is taking shape among its key
stakeholders in the form of weekly hard hat tours. Now within weeks of
completion, the tours have been attended by representatives of local
neighborhood associations, the Sisters of Bon Secours, and significant funders
to the center’s capital campaign. Kaiser-Permanente leaders, including its MidAtlantic President Ruth Williams-Brinkley, toured the facility in October, which
represented the culmination of its four-year, multi-million-dollar investment in
the Future Baltimore initiative.
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Hard hat tours of the new Center took place weekly throughout the fall.
Continued "sneak peek" events are planned for the new year, leading up to a
dedication ceremony in March.

In the left photo above, incognito leaders Robert Matthews (left) and Alma
Roberts (right), are actually smiling for the camera behind their face masks. Mr.
Matthews, Vice President of Exelon Corporation, serves as incoming Bon
Secours Foundation Board Chair; Ms. Roberts recently retired from Kaiser
Permanente after serving the Mid-Atlantic market since 2017.
In the right photo above, Kaiser Permanente’s Mid-Atlantic President, Ruth
William-Brinkley (right) joined neighbors and colleagues in October for a firsthand look at the Center, which was funded by Kaiser Permanente and a
number of other significant donors.

RECENT FUNDERS

A Salute to Our Recent Donors
The services offered to neighbors in need are provided at no, or low-cost,
thanks to voluntary contributions. Our most recent gifts and grants are featured
here. To make a year-end contribution, please click below to visit our website.
$500,000+
Maryland Family Network
$100,000-$499,999
Baltimore City Dept. of Housing & Community Development
Baltimore’s Promise
$50,000-$99,999
Mayor’s Office of Employment Development
Abell Foundation
$1,000-$49,999
Sisters of Bon Secours, USA
K. Lockhart Vaughan Foundation
T. Rowe Price Foundation
Colin Smith & Flannery McArdle
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Bon Secours Baltimore School of Nursing Alumnae Assn.

Visit Bon Secours Baltimore Foundation
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