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September 2021 Stakeholder Update

Dear Albert
Welcome to West Side Stories, a periodic communication to donors and friends about Bon
Secours' initiatives in West Baltimore. We are excited about the upcoming "hard hat tours"
of the new Community Resource Center featured below. We hope to re-start monthly
campus visits soon, as well. Until then, we will update our key stakeholders electronically.
Feel free to share your interests, questions, and feedback about this correspondence. We
welcome your thoughts, and thank you for your support.

Julie Mercer, President
Bon Secours Baltimore Foundation
Supporting programs and services of
Bon Secours Baltimore Community Works
Julie_Mercer@bshsi.org

Hard Hat Tours of New Center
To Begin in October
Supporters invited for a sneak-peek
With the $6.8 million Community Resource Center at 31 Payson Street
scheduled to open by January 2022, Bon Secours will host weekly hard hat
tours each Tuesday throughout October and November. The tours will be held
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., beginning October 5. Interested supporters and
other stakeholders are invited to attend one of these 90-minute events. Tour
guests will enjoy a van ride to the construction site, hear an overview of
programming planned in each room, get their questions answered, and receive
a complimentary lunch.
For safety reasons, the capacity of each tour is limited to 10 people and preregistration is required. Please pre-register by signing up below. For more

RSS

Subscribe

Past Issues

information about the tours, please contact Denise Thompson via email:
denise_thompson2@bshsi.org. Look for details about a grand opening event
planned for January.
Nearly $6 million of the stated goal has been committed to date. For more
information on ways to support The CRC’s capital campaign, contact Julie
Mercer at Julie_Mercer@bshsi.org.

Sign Up Here for a Tour

Former CEO Honored by
Catholic Health Association
Sam Ross honored for lifelong commitment to social justice
For his “crusade” on behalf of the West
Baltimore neighbors served by Bon Secours in
Baltimore, Samuel L. Ross, M.D., was recently
honored by the Catholic Health Association of
the United States with an award created in
2019 to recognize retired president and CEO
Sr. Carol Keehan. This honor annually
recognizes an individual who advocates for
equitable and compassionate health care, and
includes a cash award, which was bestowed to
him this past June at the group’s 2021
Assembly. He donated it to Bon Secours in
Baltimore.
Ross, who came to Baltimore in 2008,
oversaw Bon Secours hospital and its array of
housing and community services until his
retirement in 2020. He remains active with the
local organization through his Board service
with Bon Secours Community Works and its
local Foundation.
Also honored at the Assembly were two other Bon Secours Mercy Health
leaders: John M. Starcher, CEO, and Sr. Doris Gottemoeller, R.S.M. Starcher
was recognized with the annual Sister Concilia Moran award for innovative
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Catholic leadership, and Sister Doris Gottemoeller received the award for
Lifetime Achievement to Catholic healthcare.

Local Strategic Planning Process Launched
Focus on challenges & opportunities of organization
With the sale of the organization’s century-old
hospital in 2019, Bon Secours' local leaders are
in the midst of a strategic planning process
among Board members, staff, funders, neighbors,
and West Baltimore organization leaders to frame
a vision for its future. Local consulting firm,
Innovo Strategic Solutions, has been retained to
facilitate the process over the coming months,
which will include a significant number of
information gathering initiatives, key stakeholder
interviews, a comprehensive program analysis,
and a review of the local governance structure.
Bon Secours in Baltimore has transitioned since late 2019 from an 800-person
workforce, dominated by a large clinical and administrative staff, to a 70employee non-profit focused primarily on programs which address the social
influencers of health: housing, employment, family stability, fresh food access,
and job training.

Generous Funders Step Forth to
Support Capital and Program Needs
Bon Secours is deeply grateful for funding (since July) in the five and six-figure range
to various initiatives which serve the West Baltimore community, among them:
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